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Linda Hait-
President:

Dear SWE Members,

February was an exciting month for our section.  On February 18th we honored three outstanding 
women engineers plus many nominees in our Engineer of the Year banquet.  Congratulations to all 
the nominees, and thanks to the nominators who realized the talent in their organizations.  Our 
members and volunteers also judged science fairs and selected deserving students for monetary 
awards – always fulfilling.  More details are provided later in the newsletter on both these events.
This month is Women’s History Month, and our monthly meeting has a special guest.  Judy Gail, 
Storyteller, Balladeer, and Author, will entertain us with a program titled “Halleluiah, I’m a Bum”.  
Judy is nationally renowned, and we are very fortunate to have her appear at our monthly dinner 
meeting – hope you can join us.
I recently attended a senior leadership meeting with my company and the guest speaker on leadership 
was Col Jack Jacobs (retired), a recipient of the Medal of Honor, and two-time Vietnam veteran.  He 
said “Know where you’re going, or anyone can take you there”.  We are all so busy with everyday 
activities that sometimes it is hard to stop and think about where we do want to end up.  Col Jacobs 
also said that it was important to start with the “end” and then work backwards from there.  Once you 
know where you want to end up, then you can determine what steps are necessary to get there.  All of 
us can benefit from these words of wisdom.  It is much easier to work on the stepping stones than to 
just move forward without a plan.  It also behooves us to regularly review the progress – it is very 
easy to just do the urgent items every day, but we must make (schedule if necessary) the time to work 
on important but not urgent items, especially as it relates to where we want to go.  

Good luck - Linda



SECTION MEETING INFORMATION

Honoring Women’s History Month--Monday, March 15 
5:30pm Social – 6:15pm Dinner – 7:15pm Program 

Mangroves Restaurant, Cape Canaveral 

Judy Gail, Storyteller, Balladeer and Author
will provide an entertaining and educational program

"Halleluiah, I'm a bum:  Stories and Songs of Work and Labor"

Cost: $25, SWE Student Members $12.

Anyone wishing to enjoy the program without dinner may do so free of charge by joining us at 7:00pm
RSVP to judy.kersey@swe.org by Friday, Mar 12

This program is co-sponsored by the Florida Humanities Council.

Specify Meal choice:
Grilled Mahi with Tri Pepper Salsa
6 ounce Filet
Chicken Fettucini Alfredo
Eggplant Parmesan

Payment is required from 
Non-members in advance to
SWE-SC, P. O. Box 1297
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920

Dinner includes hot appetizers served at 5:30pm and dessert, coffee or tea.

See the website for more info http://www.swe-sc.org/Meetings/WHM04.htm
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SPACE COAST SECTION OFFICERS, 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS, & CONTACTS

President:  Linda Hait, Boeing, ROC-1, KSC 
(W) 867-0854 (H) 254-1565 (C) (818) 519-3544
Linda.l.Hait@boeing.com or  mhait@cfl.rr.com

Vice President: Kim Page, Boeing
(H) 453-3780 (W) Kimberly.a.page@boeing.com

Secretary: DeAnn Sperber, Harris
(W) 768-4846 (H) 956-1318 dsperber@harris.com

Treasurer: Judy Kersey
(H) 783-4644 (F) 784-5871  judy.kersey@swe.org

Section Representative: Susan Floyd, Boeing
(W) 861-9066 (H) 453-0327susan.l.floyd@boeing.com

Publicity Chair: Mindy Ritz
591-1694 RitzML@kscems.ksc.nasa.gov

Newsletter: Karen Lineberger, USA  
(W) 861-5486 LinebergerK@usa-spaceops.com

Career Guidance Chair: Kim Garrett, Harris
(W) 729-3489 (C) 678-227-2257
(H) 752-1919 Kgarre01@harris.com 

Professional Development Chair: Pat Houston
(H)433-0369 (W) 861-4724 
particia.f.Houston@boeing.com 

Membership Chair: Cheryl Carter, Boeing
(H) 259-5904  (W) 861-4060
Cheryl.carter@boeing.com

Scholarship: Donna Ware, LMCO (H) 454-9067 (W) 476-
3757x329 donna.ware@lmco.com

CCTS Rep: Suzanne Calhoun, Nokia
(H) 459-3587 (W) 726-4423
suzanne.calhoun@nokia.com

Awards Banquet: Donna Waln (W) 861-3007
Girls Eng. Workshop: Judy Kersey 
Science Fair: Karen Lineberger
Girl Scouts: Kara Floyd (H) 321-459-3977 
FIRST Robotics: Susan Floyd

Space Coast Officers attending the first planning 
meeting for 2003-2004 are pictured above 

from left to right:
DeAnn Sperber-Secretary, 

Kim Garrett-Career Guidance, 
Pat Houston-Professional Development,

Jamia Brogan-Publicity (Mindy Ritz assumed 
Publicity in Jan. 2004), 

Susan Floyd-Section Rep, 
Cheryl Carter-Membership, 

Judy Kersey-Treasurer,
and Linda Hait-President.

FIT Advisor: Maria Pozo de Fernandez (W) 674-8000 
X8838 mpozo@fit.edu 

ERAU Student President: Jody Hoffstetter, 386-257-9111 

izle7@yahoo.com or hoffsfcf@erau.edu. 



Woman Engineer to host TV Special

SWE Member Patricia Galloway will host 7 Wonders of the World to air on the 
Discovery Channel May 5, 2004. The show will feature 7 Modern Wonders of 
Engineering, as well as highlight some of the engineers that were involved in these 
projects.

Pat is a woman of many talents. She is the current president of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, CEO and principal owner of The Nielsen-Wurster
Group (engineering and management consulting), President of a women-owned 
enterprise called Unionville Aviation, a private pilot, partner with her husband in a 
vineyard and winery -- Unionville Vineyards, and copartner in "Unionville Ranch" 
located in Cle Elum, Washington, a business that specializes in half day and full 
day trail rides in the Cascade Mountains. She is also one of Purdue University's 
Distinguished Engineering Alumni and last fall received the Upward Mobility 
Award from the Society of Women Engineers.

Mark you calendar now to watch this program.
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Outstanding Space Coast Women Recognized at our 
Annual Awards Banquet

Distinguished New
Engineer – 2Lt Vivian
Ryan Tokar, USAF

Technical Achievement 
Award – Jackie Quinn, NASA

Outstanding Woman Engineer of the 
Year, Debbie Wells, Bionetics

Scholarship Winners –
Left, Jessica Caesar, Rockledge HS
Right, Adrianne Wilhelm, Spruce Creek HS
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Awards Banquet News
Twenty two women engineers were recognized for their outstanding engineering talents and 
performance at the Annual Space Coast Woman Engineer of the Year Awards Banquet.  Each of 
these women had been nominated by their managers for one of the three awards being presented.  

The first award presented was the Distinguished New Woman Engineer of the Year.  This award is 
presented a woman engineer who has demonstrated outstanding performance in engineering, is active 
in professional, technical, community, or social organizations and has no more than 7 years 
cumulative engineering experience. The nominees for Distinguished New Woman Engineer of the 
Year were:

Cheryl Carter, Engineer/Scientist, The Boeing Company
Brenda Di Santo, Member of Technical Staff 2, The Boeing Company 
Nancy Hunka, Engineer 2, Northrop Grumman 
Vivian Ryan Tokar, Second Lieutenant/ Delta Program Manager, United States Air Force

The Distinguished New Woman Engineer Award was presented to 2nd Lieutenant Vivian Ryan
Tokar, United State Air Force for her leadership and creativity in the management of design and 
construction projects at PAFB and CCAFS.

The second award to be presented was the Technical Achievement Award.  This award is presented 
to the woman engineer who contributed personally to her company's or organization's progress toward 
their mission and has made significant lifetime achievements in the field of engineering.  The 
nominees for this award were

Janice M. Jingle, Systems Engineer, The Boeing Company 
Jacqueline Quinn, Environmental Engineer, NASA
Pamela Zeitler, Technical Assistant, NASA 

The Technical Achievement Award was present to Jacqueline Quinn, NASA for scientific and 
engineering research of innovative solutions for the remediation of groundwater, soil and sediment 
contamination.

.
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Awards Banquet News (cont.)
The final and highest award presented is the Space Coast Outstanding Woman Engineer of the Year.  
This is presented to a woman engineer who has demonstrated a high level of competence, leadership and 
personal integrity in her job, contributed personally to her company's or organization's progress toward 
their mission, developed, or is in the process of developing her own potential in the engineering 
profession, or in her outside activities, or who has helped other women engineers develop their potential, 
worked for, and significantly contributed to, the enhancement of women's status on the job or in her 
community, and has a minimum of 7 years cumulative engineering experience.

The nominees for this award were

Tasha Bingman, Electrical Engineer, Harris Corporation 
Melisse Dumont, Privitization Program Manager, United States Air Force 
Cristina Guidi, Engineering Project Manager, NASA 
Melanie Johnson, Hardware Engineer, United Space Alliance 
Rachel Kamenentzky, Material and Processing Engineer, NASA 
Carrie Larcher, Engineer/Scientist, The Boeing Company 
Wendy Martin, Sr. Engineering Manager, Harris Corporation 
Jean Post, Engineer/Scientist III, The Boeing Company 
Marie Reed, Chief, Operational Spaceport Project Office, NASA 
Kristine Relvini, Human Factors, The Boeing Company 
Joni Richards, IT Senior Project Manager, NASA 
Lora Theiss, Electrical Engineer and Antenna Group Leader, Harris Corp.  
Lisa Valencia, STARS Program Manager, NASA 
Aylin Walker, Software Engineer, The Boeing Company 
Deborah Wells, Manager, Laboratory Utilization and Operations, The Bionetics Corporation 

The Space Coast Outstanding Woman Engineer of the Year Award was presented to Deborah 
Wells, Bionetics Corporation for the management of Laboratory Utilization and Operations and the 
successful development of 30 flight experiments.



National Scholarship Judging
The Space Coast Section will be judging National Scholarships for the Upper Class Scholarship 
Program during March and April.  We will be receiving the scholarship Applications shortly and 
need volunteers to review the packages.

There will be approximately 400 applicants for over 60 scholarships.  If you choose to help, you 
will be given a package of applications (probably 20) and criteria for review.  You will do the 
review independently and return them with your scoring.  This is a great opportunity for those 
members who can’t get to meetings to participate.  Following the initial review, a smaller team 
will meet to do the final selections.

To volunteer, contact one of the following:
At KSC:  Kim Page – kimberly.a.page@boeing.com
Others:   DeAnn Sperber – dsperber@harris.com

Space Coast Scholarships
The section was able to award two scholarships this year because of the generosity of United 
Space Alliance and our members.  The USA Scholarship was presented to Jessica Caesar from 
Rockledge HS who will be attending Florida State University pursuing a degree in Environmental
Engineering.  The Member Scholarship was presented to Adrianne Wilhelm from Spruce Creek
High School.  Adrianne plans to attend Stetson University pursuing a degree in Math.  Both
young ladies are highly qualified and we wish them well in the future.  Thanks to Donna Ware for 
coordinating this program.

mailto:kimberly.a.page@boeing.com
mailto:dsperber@harris.com


Focus on Diversity
Submitted by Karen Lineberger 

The 2004 National Women's History Month Honorees are on their  website at
http://www.nwhp.org/whm/2004/honorees.html

Hint--To prepare us all for the March meeting and quizzes, look for famous quotes by famous women.
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Tools for an Effective Career

A Day of Professional Development
Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Radisson Resort at the Port, Cape Canaveral

8:00am Registration/Check-in opens
9:00am Workshop Sessions begin
12:00 noon Lunch and networking 
4:15pm Workshop Sessions end

Registration Fee: $150
SWE Members: $  75
Late Registration: $175

(after April 30)

Sponsored by SWE Space Coast Section

Checkout our website for details on workshops being offered at 
www.swe-sc.org/Seminar

Page 8   SWE-SC Newsletter  Vol. 8, No. 6  March 2004

http://www.swe-sc.org/Seminar/
http://www.swe-sc.org/Seminar/


 

2004 SWE Region D Conference

March 26 to March 28th

ATTENDING A SWE CONFERENCE  IS A GREAT WAY TO NETWORK 
AND IMPROVE YOUR TEAMWORK SKILLS.
Location:  North Carolina A&T State University, Greensboro, NC 27406

Registration To register for the 2004 SWE Region D Conference you can submit your registration on-line, by 
mail, or by fax.  Send checks or money orders made out to SWE A&T.

Registration Prices: Early Reg. On-Site Reg. (3/9/04)

SWE Professionals $80 $90

SWE Students $40 $50

Registration information is available online at http://www.ncatconference.com/sweRegDConf2004/

Additional information is also available on the Region D Webpage at 
http://www.swe.org/SWE/RegionD/RegionD.html
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Space Coast Section 2003-2004 Events Calendar

Radisson Resort, Cape 
Canaveral

Professional Development SeminarWed., May 12

To Be DeterminedMember Appreciation/ Cultural Heritage LuncheonJune

TitusvilleSpace Camp/Astronaut Hall of Fame TourWed., Apr. 21

Greensboro, NCRegion D Conference at NC A&TMarch 26-28

Mangroves Restaurant, 
Cape Canaveral

Women’s History MonthMon., Mar 15

Rockledge Country ClubWoman Engineer of Year Awards BanquetWed., Feb 18

Brevard, Indian River & 
Volusia Counties

Science Fair Judging, Scholarship JudgingJan – Feb

Merritt Island High SchoolIntroducing Girls to Engineering WSSat., Jan. 24

Suntree Country ClubHoliday Social Wed., Dec. 3

Michael’s East Orlando 
Restaurant

Joint meeting with Orlando SWEWed., Nov. 12

Mangroves Restaurant, 
Cape Canaveral

Harris Rescue Operations at the WTCMon., Sept. 15

Dixie Restaurant, Cocoa-Accident Investigations and 3-D Visualization of Columbia 
Reconstruction

Wed., Oct. 22

Birmingham, ALSWE National ConferenceOct. 9-11

LocationTopic Date
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Check the website (http://www.swe-sc.org) for latest details and updates.
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SPACE COAST SECTION SWE MISSION

Our mission is to inform the community of opportunities open to women in engineering 
and to encourage women to enter and grow in engineering and the sciences.

Society of Women Engineers

Space Coast Section

P. O. Box 1297

Cape Canaveral, Fl  32920
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